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Guidelines for Administering  
Reading Horizons Discovery®  
Software Assessments
The Reading Horizons Discovery® Software is designed to help students in kindergarten and grades 1–3 
develop essential literacy skills. The software starts by guiding students through a series of computer-
administered assessments based on grade. 

• The Spelling and Word Recognition Assessment is given at multiple intervals throughout the lesson 
sequence. First, a student is asked to spell up to 35 skill words. Next, the student must identify the 
spoken word from among three choices. The software evaluates each answer from both the spelling 
and recognition portions of the assessment and provides a score based on the different skill elements 
found within each word. The student may spell a word incorrectly but still earn points for certain skills. 
For example, if a student is given the word cliff and spells it clif, they will receive credit for the cl-Blend. If 
the student reaches the lesson passing percentage on any particular skill, the instruction portion of that 
lesson will be skipped, and the student will be given the activities. If the student misses three words in a 
row, the assessment will automatically terminate.

• The Reading Horizons Discovery® Reading Assessment is an assessment designed to capture a student’s 
current Lexile® measure. 

We recommend administering both assessments for students in grades 1–3 at the beginning, middle, and end 
of the school year to monitor progress and help find level-appropriate reading material. We recommend that 
students in kindergarten take the Spelling and Word Recognition Assessment at the end of the school year. 
Contact your instructional leaders to determine if an assessment window has been set by your district. 

Additional information about assessments can be found here:

• Kindergarten

• Grades 1–3

Best Practices
• Set up your RHD Software time for the week and have students work on the initial assessments within 

that time frame rather than completing them in one sitting. These assessments will remember right where 
your students left off at any time, so please feel free to use multiple sittings to administer.

• Play the instructions for the first assessment to your class to prepare them for what they will see as they 
get started: RHD Reading Assessment Intro. Always encourage your students to use the green “Next” 
button to keep them on task.

• Log in as a student and project the Clubhouse to your students, showing them how to access the 
assessments via the green “Next” button. 

https://pnet.readinghorizons.com/Media/Default/Products/Discovery/RHD%20Kinder%20Assessment%20Reference%20Sheet%20072821%20Final.pdf
https://pnet.readinghorizons.com/Media/Default/Products/Discovery/RHD%201-3%20Assessment%20Reference%20Sheet%20072821%20Final.pdf
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Expected time to complete the assessments

Grade Assessment Time frame to complete

Kindergarten Spelling and Word Recognition Assessment  
(End of year only)

Grade 1 Spelling and Word Recognition Assessment 5–30 minutes

Reading Assessment 5–20 minutes

Grade 2 Spelling and Word Recognition Assessment 5–20 minutes

Reading Assessment 5–30 minutes

Grade 3 Spelling and Word Recognition Assessment 5–20 minutes

Reading Assessment 5–30 minutes
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How to tell when students have completed the assessments 
If students go into the Alphabet Instruction (Letter Group 1), they have completed the initial assessments and 
started the lessons. See the screenshot below of the Class Roll Report that indicates the current lesson each 
student is working on. 

To confirm students have finished the initial assessments, do the following: Access the Student Summary 
Report through the Administration Portal by choosing an individual student and then clicking the Reports 
tab as indicated by the red arrow in the screenshot above. The purpose of the Student Report is to show 
a student’s progress through the software program. It is also where you can see the results of all initial 
assessments assigned.

Note: The Phonemic Awareness Assessment is an optional assessment for students K–3. It must be set by a 
teacher or an administrator for students to complete it. Please see Reading Horizons recommendations on the 
Phonemic Awareness Assessment here. 

https://pnet.readinghorizons.com/Media/Default/Products/Discovery/RHD%20Kinder%20Assessment%20Reference%20Sheet%20072821%20Final.pdf

