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Aside from the frustration of a language 

barrier, English Language Learners (ELLs) 

are overloaded with new information—a 

new culture, a new environment, and new 

people. Being overloaded with so much 

new information is overwhelming, yet ELLs 

need to develop language skills quickly in 

order to adapt to their new surroundings. 

How Can Reading Horizons Help?

Typically, ELL instruction takes a top-down 
approach that focuses on conversation skills, 
vocabulary, and syntax. This approach is 
valuable, but students also need strategies that 
empower them to decode words that they have 
not memorized using a top-down approach.

To help ELLs adjust to the English language  
and their new environment, Reading Horizons 
makes it easy to provide simple, succinct, 
and straightforward English instruction that is 
organized to accelerate learning for ELLs.   

Simple, Straightforward Instruction

Reading Horizons provides a research-based 
approach that breaks the basics of the English 

language into a step-by-step process that shows 
ELLs exactly what they need to do in order to 
learn to read, write, and communicate. The 
simple framework provides students with 
strategies for decoding over 80% of the words 
in the English language. 

Reading Horizons teaches phonics in an explicit, 
systematic, and multi-sensory fashion. As 
students build these foundational skills, Reading 
Horizons layers in activities that promote 
pronunciation, vocabulary, grammar, and 
comprehension development.

Because the program provides a thorough 
explanation of the rules and structure of the 
English language, ELLs are empowered with 
strategies that dramatically decrease their 
reading, spelling, and pronunciation errors.

ORGANIZING THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
for English Language Learners

 “I tell everyone about the Reading 
Horizons program when I talk about 
reading. My students LOVE Reading 
Horizons, and I love using it!”
 

Dr. Neil Anderson, Brigham Young 
University, ELC CoordinatorThe average ELL gains two-to-three 

grade levels in reading after 40-to-60 

hours of Reading Horizons instruction.
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Fast Results

Reading Horizons accelerates learning through 
individualized instruction and practice. Every 
lesson, chapter, and comprehension exercise—
in both the software and direct instruction 
materials—has built-in assessment components 
that allow teachers to easily monitor student 
progress every step of the way. If students 
demonstrate proficiency in a skill, they move 
faster. If they struggle, they slow down to get 
the instruction and practice they need. 

By continuously assessing students and     
adjusting instruction to meet their needs, ELLs 
receive instruction that is perfectly efficient. 
Because the program is so streamlined and 
focused, most ELL students show measurable 
gains within the first few weeks of instruction. 

Language Support

The software for older students caters to ELLs 
by providing language translations of the 
lesson material in Spanish, Mandarin Chinese, 
Japanese, and Haitian-Creole. 

The reading exercises were deliberately 
designed to help ELLs adjust to the American 
culture and lifestyle by including various text 
types ELLs encounter in their everyday lives.  

Schedule a free demo to see how Reading Horizons can help you provide ELLs 

with simple and fast English instruction: www.ReadingHorizons.com/DEMO. 

I have one student who is a junior and 
a second language learner. He has used 
Reading Horizons on a daily basis. I 
have noticed a drastic improvement in 
his reading level. At the beginning of the 
school year, I would have classified him as 
illiterate. He can now understand what he 
reads and is gaining knowledge and fluency 
every day.”
 

Taylor Handy, Premier High School, TX 

A pronunciation tool shows the proper tongue 
and mouth placement for each of the sounds in 
the English language. 

To keep ELLs of all ages engaged and motivated, 
Reading Horizons takes its unique methodology 
and makes it appealing to different age groups. 
This allows every ELL to get the targeted, quality 
instruction they need in a way that builds their 
confidence rather than repelling them with 
instruction that is “boring” or “babyish.” 


